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1. Curriculum Vision

As stated in the National Curriculum, our overarching aim at St John'’s and St Peter’s CE Academy is ‘to
promote high standards of language and literacy by equipping pupils with a strong command of the
spoken and written word, and to develop their love of literature through widespread reading for
enjoyment.” We strongly believe a high-quality English curriculum is essential. Reading is a life skill
which unlocks the world — providing our children with a wide range of opportunities. We are
committed to teaching children how to read and encouraging a love for reading where our children
read to learn. High quality texts are used and shared with our children, using a talk for writing model to
develop their writing techniques and begin their journey as an author.

The national curriculum for English aims to ensure that all pupils:

e read easily, fluently and with good understanding

e develop the habit of reading widely and often, for both pleasure and information

e acquire a wide vocabulary, an understanding of grammar and knowledge of linguistic
conventions for reading, writing and spoken language

e appreciate our rich and varied literary heritage

e write clearly, accurately and coherently, adapting their language and style in and for a range of
contexts, purposes and audiences

e use discussion in order to learn; they should be able to elaborate and explain clearly their
understanding and ideas

e are competent in the arts of speaking and listening, making formal presentations, demonstrating
to others and participating in debate.

3. National Curriculum

The programmes of study for writing at key stages 1 and 2 are constructed similarly to those for
reading:

e transcription (spelling and handwriting)
e composition (articulating ideas and structuring them in speech and writing).

It is essential that teaching develops pupils’ competence in these two dimensions. In addition, pupils
should be taught how to plan, revise and evaluate their writing. These aspects of writing have been
incorporated into the programmes of study for composition. Writing down ideas fluently depends on
effective transcription: that is, on spelling quickly and accurately through knowing the relationship
between sounds and letters (phonics) and understanding the morphology (word structure) and
orthography (spelling structure) of words. Effective composition involves forming, articulating and
communicating ideas, and then organising them coherently for a reader. This requires clarity,
awareness of the audience, purpose and context, and an increasingly wide knowledge of vocabulary
and grammar. Writing also depends on fluent, legible and, eventually, speedy handwriting.
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4. Why study Writing in this way?

a) Why has this knowledge been selected?

At St John’s and St Peter’s Academy, we aim to give our children a writing curriculum which enables
them to become confident, creative and independent writers who are able to articulate their own
ideas. We support our children to develop transferable knowledge which they can use across the
wider curriculum and throughout their lives and in the next stage of their education. Our objective
is to develop a curiosity for both reading and writing, examining modern and classical texts as a
source for discussion, analysis and writing development.

b) Why is it taught in this order?

Our writing curriculum has been carefully designed to work alongside the wider curriculum and
includes a variety of different genres and purposes.
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Year One

Unit: Labels lists and captions (1-2 weeks)
Suggested Texts: Dangerous!
Writing O ies: Labelling the items and toys: shopping
lists: listing favourite things: captions for toys: captions relating to the text.

Unit: Postry (1-2 weeks)
Suggested Texts: Senses Poem., What 1 Like (Gervase Bhion)
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Wonderful world Unit: Narrative ies wi ing themes (2-3 weeks)

ing

Spring One

Writing O

Writing Opportunities: How to make _
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= 2 Postzard, Spring Two Unit: Narrative — Stories with Recurring Themes (2-4 weeks)
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Autumn One Unit: Narrative — Adventure Stories (2-3 weeks) Autumn One Unit: Short Stories (2-3 weaks)
Suggested Texts: Joumey Suggested Texts: Rumayss
e ; Writing O ities: Character Description, Setting Description, Speech, istory- Anci Writing O ities: Character Description, Setting Description, Speech,
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Writing Opportunity: Suggested Texts: (tl:&ieud.le:;:;ylems&mu Unit: Poetry (1-2 weeks)
Iy Writing O, ities: Pasform, ion, Adapt and Change Writing Opporfnity: Suggested Texts: Poems from the Green and Blue
Instructions tion - What hap Writing O Parform, Adapt and Change
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T SBuggested Texts: htaracyShngantasy Story, Fire Rescue Summer One Unit: Adventure Stories (2-3 weeks)
. S Writing O Descriptions, Rewrite, Suggested Texts: Matilds, Magic Finger, Literacy Shed Fantasy Story
- Letter to the Family, ﬂd.apt.'change e History: Crime and ﬂﬁﬁng mm; CharaclerfS&‘eemngDesmphnns. Sermence/Re-write,
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Fact file T ity: Suggested Texts: The Tudors
Summer Two — “"‘-'ﬁm_OHWW‘";m_ Y rics | Writing Opportunities: Plan, Research, Adapt and Change
Geography: Extreme Summer Two Unit: Short Story (2-3 weeks)
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Writing Opportunity: Geography: Water :’d:‘;:‘!lm; ities: Character D Setting D: Speech,
rectile Wit o TUnit: Information/Explanation (1-2 weeks)
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- o i . . B . Y e pigs
Writing Opportunity: Suggested Texts: How to make __ How to survive a shipwreck Fact File/Information Page | Writing Opportunities: Model, Adapt and Change

Instructions — how to make __ | Writing Opportunities: Model, Adapt and Change

Unit: Stories with 2 Theme (3-4 weels)

Autumn Two Unit: Poetry (1-2 weeks) Autumn Two
2o S Suggested Texts: Teoy; The Wooden Horse (Greek Myths). Cyclops. The Boy
Science: Properties and Writing Opportunities: Adapt and Change PSHE: Cel ing Dif Writing O it Description, Speech, Diary, Adapt and
Changes of Materials Change
Unit: Extended Stories (3-4 weeks) Writing O o
i - Suggested Texts: Charkie and the Chooolste Fastory - e e Ay Unit: Non Chronological Report (2-3 weeks)
riting Upnof_llﬂnlmlﬂlll‘} Writing O Character D Batting D Spesch, Recount Suggested Texts: WW2, Mythical creatures: The Mumakl
Eep Letter writing, Newspaper, Adapt and Change Writing Opportunities: Research, Plan, Adapt and Change
Spring One Unit: Other Culfures (2-3 weeks) pEiainine S 5
~ S'!!‘-'.E‘T.d T“EJ."E.“‘;‘?“M” Suggested Texts: George's Marvellous Medicine Adaptation, Carrie’s War
Science: Forces Writing Opy ities: Plan, Adapt and Change History: Leisurs and Writing O jtias: Plan, Adapt and Change
iti i !]hn:'g'atedzn ’l‘exssz-—aGmﬁﬁ )&:hml Satur Entertainment Unit: Instructions (2-3 weeks)
Writing Opportunity: L v on dary, Suggested Texts: How to trap a cave troll, Howrto makea
Investigation write-up e T e, S e e Writing O — Writing O: ities: Plan. Adapt and Change
- Uit Explanation (1.2 weeks) paper report
— Unit: Classical Literature (2-3 waeks)
R Suggested Texts: Holes . ) ) Spring Two Suggested Texts: Macheth. Wizard of OZ
. Writing O D Report, I of Deadly animals Writing Opportunities: Description, Diary, Letter, Adapt and Change
graphy: ‘Geography: The Americas
Writing Opportunity: Unit: Recounts (2-3 weeks) " Unit: Discussion and Debate — One-Sided Argument (2-3 waslks)
Information Page Suggested Texts: Holes B Suggested Texts: Drones TEW, Ornline Gasring, Social Madis, Hair & Make-up
Debate — The dangers of Writing Opportunities: Diary, Letter writing, diractions m“:l“‘;mwl;";ﬂ*m‘e“’ Writing Opportunities: Debate, Plan, Adapt and Change
e Unit- Myths and Legends (2-3 weaks) Summer One Unit: Short Story (2-3 weeks) ] i
Suggested Texts: GmeekMytlns Pandora's Box, Minotaur Suggested Texts: The Drzam Giver. d, Literacy Shed
- iy — Writing O /Betting De /Re-vrite, Science: Evolution Writing O c ing Descripti /Re-vrite,
History: Ancient Greece Adapt/C “Eﬂm = Map‘,cmuﬁ(zsl? -
-~ = Unit: Persuasion (2-3 weeks) Writing O i ==
Writing Opportunity: e C]Ess ecent Suggested Texts: Chazles Darwin — The Theory of Evolution: Explained
Report — Ancient Greeks/Myths :.'-- Texts: text on joumeys or ¢ andm‘ Fac‘mf/"‘“’m‘:‘mpage Writing Opportanities: Plan_Research, Adapt and Change
Summer Two [hnt(ﬂsssnnalmgxamm'veels) Summer Two Unit: Classical Poetry (2-3 weeks)
wmr" T Setting Description, Spesch, e
Geography: Enough for G hy: Our Changing Writis ities: Perform, and
Everyone “"f“’“’"dc*"“ge R Unit: Narrative (2-3 weeks)
s.ggama'l(;i Piec)aﬂzellPuenls Suggested Texts: Percy Jackson and the Lightning Thief
Writing Opportunity: b GFi=C Writing O . Writing O Charamtor D Sutting Description, Specch
Recount — our food/trade iy Qo as ek sndl Tin g Edapt and Change

Fact File/Information Pag'e

journey

The writing overview above for Year 1 — Year 6 provides teachers with a guide — ensuring a variety
of text types and purposes for writing. Writing in the EYFS is incorporated into the 7 areas of
learning. Children are encouraged to write throughout the day, as well as during focus activities
and phonics sessions.
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At St John’s and St Peter’s Academy, we focus on four different writing purposes: writing to
entertain, writing to inform, writing to persuade, writing to discuss. In KS1 the children focus heavily
on writing to entertain and writing to inform. As the children develop these techniques, in LKS2, the
children begin to write to persuade. As the children enter UKS2 they develop debating skills and
writing to discuss.

WRITING
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PURPOSE

Inform

Year One

Year Two

Year Three

Year Four

Year Five
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Year Six

c) How are Writing lessons taught at St John’s?

At St John’s and St Peter’s Academy, we use a ‘talk for writing’ approach to our curriculum. High
quality texts are used to engage the children’s learning and grow their vocabulary. English is
taught everyday to all children in our school and it follows a 6 part structure. Children are grouped
by ability to ensure that they are appropriately challenged and scaffolded. If children are identified
as ‘falling behind,’ targeted interventions are planned for and carried out throughout the school
day, alongside appropriate universal provision strategies. For more information about how
lessons are taught, please read the implementation document.
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